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part is found folded on the neighbouring surface of the cervix-
the bladder and inferior wall of the rectum are also drawn into
the middle of the pelvic canal, and occupy the place the uterus
has quitted; the terminal portion of the urethra is doubled on
itself, and so compressed that no urine can pass through it;
while, the ureters continuing to carry that fluid to the bladder,
this reservoir soon becomes greatly distended, without relief
being possible. Hence results another source of suffering, and
another cause of exhausting efforts added to those occasioned
by the prolapsed uterus. In certain cases there may also
exist prolapsus of the rectum, and displacement, or even
inversion, of the bladder.
The uterus may also be wounded or torn, either from bad
management during parturition or from injudicious attempts
at reposition; or the injury may be due to rats, cats, dogs,
or pigs gnawing at the bleeding mass; sometimes it is the
creature itself, or a neighbouring animal, which inflicts the
damage.
Contact with the air, and particularly with foreign bodies,
induces inflammation, which frequently runs on to gangrene,
and this to dissolution. Gangrene readily occurs in the
sheep. Sometimes perforation of the vagina or uterus,
arising at times from sloughing of a gangrenous patch, baa
caused fatal peritonitis; in other cases pelvic abscesses have
formed.
After reduction has been effected, metritis and metro-
peritonitis may appear; this is not at all unlikely in the
mare. Lafosse mentions paraplegia also as a complica-
tion; this may be a consequence of gangrene and septic
infection.
An exceptional complication is hernia of the intestines,
through a rupture in the uterus. It may be noted that in
prolapsus uteri in the mare it has happened that the colon
has followed the fundus of the organ, and become invaginated
in the inverted sac. Funk also mentions the case of a bitch
in which one of the cornua became inverted, and prevented
the expulsion of the remaining foetuses from the other cornu;
this necessitated the performance of the Caesarian section*
We have noticed a similar case.
Aytault has on three occasions encountered an unusual